The coronavirus pandemic and life support machines
This is a scary time, and we haven’t seen one like it in over
100 years. The country and world are facing large numbers
of very sick people. Some people are getting so sick that
they need a life support machine (like a ventilator or
breathing machine – see picture).
Because of the current pandemic, we may not have enough
life support machines for everyone who needs them. We
hope this doesn’t happen, but it has already happened in
Italy and other places.
We are committed to help as many people as possible.

How do we decide who gets a life support machine and who does not?
We have a team of doctors and nurses who are reviewing all cases of people who need life support machines. This team
will be making tough decisions based on medical issues only. Neither race nor money will be part of these decisions.

What are my options?
If there are not life support machines left, you would not have a choice. But, this is an important time to think about
what you would want. People often have thoughts about life support machines. Many people say “I would like to have it
if I can get it.” Others may say, “I have lived a good life and want others to get the scarce hospital treatments.”
For people who do not get a life support machine, our number one priority is always relieving their pain and suffering.
We will focus all our efforts on making sure people are comfortable.
Your medical team needs to know what you want if you need a life support machine. You may always change your
answers to these questions.
If you become sick enough to need a life support machine, what would you want?
□ I do NOT want to receive a life support machine, even if the machines are available. I understand this
would mean that I am more likely to die.
□ If there are NOT enough life support machines, I do NOT want one. I understand this would mean
that I am more likely to die.
□ I WANT to receive a life support machine, if the machines are available
Are you sure that your answer above reflects your wishes?
□ Yes, I understand and my answer above reflects my wishes
□ No, I need to ask questions and talk to a doctor before I can be sure

What are the next steps?
Even if you do not know the answers to the above questions, you should do 4 very important things right now:
1) Decide who would speak for you if you can’t speak for yourself. This is called a medical power of attorney.
2) Talk to this person so they know what is truly important to you. This is the most important step.
3) Write the name and contact information of this person down and share it with your medical team.
4) If you have a Colorado MOST form or a living will, please share it with your medical team.
This is a difficult time for everyone. We’re all in this together. Whatever happens, we will always provide you with the
best care we possibly can. Please continue to reach out to your medical team with any questions you may have.

